Pain management strategies for patients undergoing extrapleural pneumonectomy.
The role of anesthetic or analgesic technique in outcome remains controversial. The choice of anesthetic and postoperative analgesic plan plays a small, albeit important, role in perioperative care and a multimodal rehabilitation program. Pulmonary complications are the most important cause of morbidity and mortality after EPP. There is increasing evidence that TEA with local anesthetic agents and opioids is superior for the control of dynamic pain, plays a key role in early extubation and mobilization, reduces postoperative pulmonary complications, and has the potential to decrease the incidence of PTPS.